
Dijbouti

Since Djibouti’s independence from France in 
1977, schistosomiasis has only been present 
at very low levels and has been considered 
non-endemic since at least 2010 [1]. Histor-
ically, incidents of infection likely originat-
ed in tourists or refugees from neighboring 
countries of Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia, 
and small foci of infection have been identi-
fied [2,3]. Specifically, tourists having visited 
Hassan Gari Bira Falls were found infected 
with intestinal schistosomiasis in 1997 [4]. In 
this situation control measures were under-
taken, however there does not seem to have 
ever been any national effort to control or 
eradicate schistosomiasis, likely due to its 
low prevalence [4]. Bulinus truncatus has 
been identified as a viable intermediate host 
snail for the transmission of urinary schisto-
somiasis in Djibouti [5].
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 » Population in 2015: 828,324

 » Official Languages: French & Arabic 

 » Capital: Djibouti

 » Semi-Presidential Republic

 » Percentage of Population with Access to 

Improved Drinking Water in 2015: 90%

 » Percentage of Population with Access to 

Improved Sanitation in 2015: 47.4%

Overview of Dijbouti [6]



1. Rollinson D, Knopp S, Levitz S, Stothard JR, 
Tchuem Tchuenté LA, Garba A, et al. Time 
to set the agenda for schistosomiasis elim-
ination. Acta Trop [Internet]. Elsevier B.V.; 
2012 Nov [cited 2014 Nov 14];128(2):423–40. 
Available from: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pubmed/22580511

2. Steinmann P, Steinmann P, Keiser J, Keiser J, 
Bos R, Bos R, et al. Schistosomiasis and water 
resources development: systematic review, 
meta-analysis, and estimates of people at risk. 
Lancet Infect Dis. 2006;6(7):411–25. 

3. Who. WHO | Parasitic Diseases. 1997. 
4. Koeck JL, Modica C, Tual F, Czarnecki E, Fabre 

R, Merle C, et al. Discovery of a focus of intesti-
nal bilharziasis in te Republic of Djibouti. Med 
Trop (Mars). 1999;59:35–8. 

5. International Association For Medical Assistance 
to travellers. World Schistosomiasis Risk Chart. 
2015;1–5. 

6. The World Factbook. 2013-14 [cited 2015]; 
Avail- able from: https://http://www.cia.gov/
library/ publications/the-world-factbook/index.
html.

References

Content by Isabel Jones and Austin Rife. 
Layout and Design by Chloe Rickards and Lee Marom. 2016.


